Results from Additional Quality Control Procedures to Capture Missing Student Responses from the 2025 Long-Term Trend Assessments
The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) uses machine-scoring devices to score multiple-choice items in paper booklets for the NAEP long-term trend assessments. The scoring procedures classify multiple-choice items as missing if students skipped the question or did not properly fill in the oval to indicate their answers.
For the 2025 long-term trend assessments, NCES quality control procedures identified elevated rates in missing responses for multiple-choice items. Upon closer inspection, NCES identified instances in which students made marks in the answer section improperly (for example, marking the oval with a check mark, an X, or circling it entirely instead of filling it in). To ensure students’ intended responses were captured for scoring and analysis, thus improving the measurement of student performance, NCES took steps to recover and score these incorrectly marked responses. For any booklet in which more than 10 percent of the multiple-choice questions were identified as “missing,” a human coder reviewed the booklet and used their judgment to record the student’s intended responses to the multiple-choice questions. Of the reviewed responses, four percent of the reading and mathematics answers were recaptured at age 9. At age 13, thirteen percent of the mathematics answers and 17 percent of the reading answers were recaptured.
With the inclusion of these responses, the missing rates for student responses in 2025 changed as shown in Table 1 below. 
Table 1. Original and modified missing rates for student responses on 2025 NAEP long-term trend assessments
	Assessment
	Reading
	Mathematics

	
	Original
	Modified
	Original
	Modified

	Age 9
	5.7
	5.2
	11
	10.5

	Age 13
	7.3
	4.7
	9.5
	7.3



NCES evaluated the precision of the 2025 results before and after the additional scoring activities. With the inclusion of the missing responses, the estimates for average scores—overall and for individual student groups—did not differ significantly. 
NCES will continue to rely on its quality control procedures and to monitor student response patterns in subsequent administrations of the NAEP long-term trend assessments. 

