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Reading and Mathematics Scores Improve for 9-Year-Old Students 
While Scores for 13-Year-Olds Show No Progress 

Significant gains evident for lower-performing 9-year-olds

WASHINGTON (June 10, 2026)—Average reading and mathematics scores for 9-year-old students increased from 2022 to 2025, with significant score gains noted among lower-performing students. The latest results from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), also known as The Nation’s Report Card, showed no score changes for 13-year-old students in either subject.   

The results, released today by the National Center for Education Statistics, provide a long-term perspective on the reading and mathematics achievement of 9- and 13-year-old students across the nation. Compared to the earliest assessments in the 1970s, 9-year-old students’ average scores were higher in 2025 in both reading and mathematics. For 13-year-old students, the mathematics score was higher than it was in 1978. The reading score was not significantly different from the initial score in 1971. 

“The new results show some encouraging signs of growth, with 9-year-olds making progress in reading and mathematics,” NCES Acting Commissioner Matthew Soldner said. “Looking over the longer term, though, we saw 9- and 13-year-old students reach some of their highest mathematics scores in 2012. We know that higher performance is possible, and the gains we’re seeing for 9-year-olds show us that growth can happen again.” 

The 2025 results also provide a second look at how students are performing following the COVID-19 pandemic. The score gains in reading for 9-year-old students resulted in the 2025 results not being significantly different from pre-pandemic performance in 2020. Scores remained lower in 2025 than in 2020 for 9-year-old students in mathematics and for 13-year-old students in both subjects. 

More 9-year-old students demonstrate foundational reading and math skills 

Larger percentages of 9-year-old students performed at or above Level 200 in reading and mathematics in 2025 than in 2022. The performance levels (e.g., Levels 150, 200, 250, 300, and 350) describe the range of skills demonstrated by students when responding to questions of increasing difficulty, and the results demonstrate how students’ skills change over time. Results are presented for 9-year-old students at or above Levels 150, 200, and 250, and results are presented for 13-year-old students at or above Levels 200, 250, and 300. 

Among 9-year-old students:

· 71 percent scored at or above Level 200 in reading in 2025, up from 67 percent in 2022 and 59 percent in 1971. 
· Students at Level 200 can locate and identify facts from simple informational paragraphs, stories, and news articles. They can also combine ideas and make inferences based on those passages.
· 84 percent scored at or above Level 200 in mathematics in 2025, up from 80 percent in 2022 and 70 percent in 1978. 
· Students at Level 200 demonstrate beginning mathematics skills. They can add two-digit numbers but are still developing an ability to regroup in subtraction. They also know some basic multiplication and division facts.

Among 13-year-old students: 

· 58 percent scored at or above Level 250 in reading in 2025, which is not significantly different from the percentage in 2023 or 1971. 
· Students at Level 250 are able to search for specific information, interrelate ideas, and make generalizations about the passages they read. 
· 70 percent scored at or above Level 250 level in mathematics in 2025, which is not significantly different from the percentage in 2023 and higher than 65 percent in 1978. 
· Students at Level 250 have an initial understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. They can solve one-step word problems and compare information from charts and graphs. 

About a third of 9-year-old students read for fun almost every day 

When responding to the assessment’s survey about their learning experiences:

· 37 percent of 9-year-old students reported reading for fun almost every day in 2025, which was not significantly different from the percentage in 2022 and lower than the percentages in 2020 (42 percent) and 1984 (53 percent). 
· 14 percent of 13-year-old students reported reading for fun almost every day in 2025, which was not significantly different from the percentage in 2023 and lower than the percentages in 2020 (17 percent) and 1984 (35 percent). 

About the Assessment

The NAEP long-term trend assessments measure students’ reading and mathematics skills through a paper-based test. The reading assessment asks students to read short texts and answer mostly multiple-choice questions. In mathematics, students answer mostly multiple-choice questions related to mathematical facts, computations, formulas, and real-life applications. NCES also asks participating students to complete short surveys during the assessment about their learning experiences in and outside of the classroom.

Approximately 15,000 9-year-old students in about 400 schools participated in the assessments between January and March 2025. Approximately 16,000 13-year-old students in 440 schools participated in the assessments between October and December 2024. The assessments were administered to students in public and private schools. The results are nationally representative. 

To view the full report (available at 12:01 am on June 10, 2026), please visit: https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ltt/2025/  

###  

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) is a congressionally authorized project sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education. The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), a principal agency of the U.S. Federal Statistical System, is the statistical center of the U.S. Department of Education and has been responsible for administering NAEP since 1969. The NCES commissioner is responsible by law for carrying out the NAEP project.

Policy for the NAEP program is set by the National Assessment Governing Board, an independent, bipartisan board whose members include governors, state legislators, local and state school officials, educators, business representatives, and members of the general public. 

